CHAPTER XXIV

EETING his pupils Goubin and
Denis, on one of the paths of
the Luxembourg garden, Monsieur
Bergeret said :

"I have good news for you,
gentlemen. The peace of Europe will not be
disturbed. The Trublions themselves have assured
me of it."

And Monsieur Bergeret went on to relate the
following story :

a I met Jean Coq, Jean Mouton, Jean Laiglon
and Gilles Singe at the Exhibition, where they were
listening to the creaking of the footbridges. Jean
Coq came up to me, and said sternly: c Monsieur
Bergeret, you said that we wanted war, and that we
should make war, that Jean Mouton and I were
going to land at Dover with an army and occupy
London, and that then I should take Berlin and
various other capitals. You said this, I know.
You said it with malicious intent to harm us and
make the French nation believe that we desire war*
Understand, monsieur, that this is a lie* Our
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